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By Rebecca Seymour
Special to the Enterprise

OCONOMOWOC — Zion
Episcopal Church has
been a part of the
Oconomowoc landscape
for nearly 135 years. Its
cardinal red doors and
iconic steeple soaring
above the treetops on a
peninsula on Fowler Lake
have served as a beacon
for the faithful, neighbors
and visitors.

The cream-colored stone
façade of the Romanesque-
style church offers a strik-
ing contrast to the green
tapestry of majestic oaks,
pines, hickory and black
walnut standing sentinel
over the grounds. Whether
following towering trunks
or a gracefully tapering
church spire, the eye can't
help but be lifted to the
heavens.

Like many buildings in
Oconomowoc, last June's
severe hailstorm left its
mark on Zion's roof and
steeple, resulting in a full
replacement a year later. 

Restoration of the more
than 100-foot-high church
steeple located on the nar-
row piece of land jutting
into Fowler Lake would
require techniques handed
down through the ages.

Tom Berget, long-time
member of Zion Episcopal
Church and owner of
Approved, LLC, an
Oconomowoc roofing and
gutter company, is the gen-
eral contractor overseeing
the major project. 

“Because of the height
of the steeple and the
church is surrounded by
water on three sides, we
are using a block and tack-
le pulley system rather
than scaffolding. This
technique has been used
for thousands of years to
get up and down sailing
masts and by steeplejacks
to scale the sides of
steeples,” said Berget.

Several steeplejacks
with Krause Konstruction
out of Coon Valley, Wis.,
rely on years of experi-
ence as they sit in
boatswain's chairs sus-
pended from ropes
attached to the top of the
steeple to perform work
aloft.

Wade Hirschfield has
been a roofer for 39 years
and admits he is also a bit
of an adrenaline junky. 

“It's an interesting job to
do, but it's not for every-
body,” laughed the La
Farge steeplejack. “Work-
ing on steeples 80-to-100-
feet above the ground is
awesome. I get to touch
materials that most people
have never seen before. It's
a neat job and so interest-
ing because there's so
much history in it.”

Steeped in history
To maintain the histori-

cal nature of the church's
façade, all of the steeple's
roofing will be replaced
with new cedar shingles,
and the intricate, 10-foot-
high metal weathervane
will also be refurbished
back to its original state.
The project will take about
four weeks to complete.

Father Scott Seefeldt has
been rector at Zion Episco-
pal Church since 2016. 

“Our steeple peeks out
from the trees and can be
seen from every angle of
the lake. It sits in the
heart of our community
and people know that it is
special,” said Father Scott.
“We use ancient and tradi-
tional forms of worship in
our church, so it's appro-
priate that we use ancient
and traditional ways to
restore our steeple. It's a
great opportunity to show-
case our church. There's a
buzz about it - people stop
by and look up and are
amazed at what's happen-
ing here.”

Zion Episcopal Church
was founded nearly 180
years ago, according to the
church's website and
information compiled by
Oconomowoc historian
and author of the
Oconomowoc Area-Then
and Now Facebook page,
Laurie Muffler. 

The first Anglican ser-
vice in newly settled
Oconomowoc was held in
1836, when the rector of
St. Paul's in Milwaukee
walked 30 miles once a
month to conduct services
for a small group of Epis-
copalians in a log school-
house north of the Lake
Road Bridge. 

In 1846, the Rt. Reverend
Jackson Kemper estab-
lished the Zion Episcopal
community in
Oconomowoc and appoint-
ed William Adams as the
first rector of Zion. 

In 1851, well-known
Oconomowoc
entrepreneur John S.
Rockwell donated a parcel
of land including the
peninsula, coined “The
Point” to the Zion parish
for the purpose of build-
ing a church. The first ser-
vice in the new building
was held on Christmas
Eve, 1853.

In 1889, the foundation
of the old church had set-
tled to the extent that
efforts to save the building
failed, and it was torn
down. The cornerstone for
the present Romanesque
stone church was laid in
July of 1889, and the first
service was held Jan. 12,
1890.

Zion Episcopal Church,
located at 237 N. Lake Rd.
on the isthmus between

Fowler Lake and Lac La
Belle is one of the first
churches established in
Oconomowoc, and
arguably one of the most
photographed. Its beauti-
ful location was the origi-
nal site for the annual
Oconomowoc Festival of
Arts from 1970-1973. 

“Our church building
facilitates our relationship
with God, with one anoth-
er, and with our communi-
ty. We're stewards of this
grand space, which has
been a gateway for the
whole community for a
very long time,” said
Father Scott. “When
you're on the boardwalk or
walking around Fowler
Lake, the focus is our
steeple. From our perspec-
tive, the focus is outward
as we serve the communi-
ty.”    
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Zion Episcopal Church has been a part of the
Oconomowoc landscape for nearly 135 years. A focal
point from the downtown boardwalk, its iconic steeple
soaring above the treetops on a peninsula on Fowler
Lake has served as a beacon for the faithful, neighbors
and visitors.

Due to the
height of the
steeple and the
location of Zion
Episcopal
Church on a
peninsula in
Fowler Lake,
skilled steeple-
jacks are using
ancient engi-
neering tech-
niques instead
of scaffolding to
restore the 100-
foot-high spire
and weather-
vane.
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Steeplejack Wade Hirschfield uses a block and tackle pulley system to scale the 100-foot-
high steeple of Zion Episcopal Church in Oconomowoc. The skilled craftsman admits per-
forming work aloft isn’t a job for everyone and to be being an adrenaline junkie.

The steeple of Zion Episcopal Church in Oconomowoc is
currently being restored by craftsmen using ancient engi-
neering techniques. Pictured are Zion’s rector Father Scott
Seefeldt (left) and Tom Berget, owner of Approved, LLC
Oconomowoc and general contractor overseeing the pro-
ject, while Krause Konstruction steeplejack Wade
Hirschfield works aloft in the background.

The 10-foot-high metal weather-
vane on top of Zion Episcopal
Church’s steeple will also be
restored to its original state dur-
ing the month-long project.
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121 South Cross Street
Oconomowoc, Wisconsin 53066

262-567-4459

SCHMIDT-BARTELT
Notbohm-Kreutzmann 

Funeral Home

19
91

78
00

8

Dignified services with less
expensive fees compared to

other fine funeral homes.

214658003

262-549-0659
www.churchandchapel.com

Church and
Chapel 

Funeral Service
Proudly Serving Oconomowoc Since 1913

Traditional Funerals
Memorial Services ~ Cremations

Pre-Planning

2228 N. Silver Maple Lane 
Oconomowoc

262-567-4457
www.pagenkopf.com

Pagenkopf Funeral Home
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ASHIPPUN

Holy Name of Jesus
Evangelical Catholic Church
“A Welcoming Community of Faith 
Rooted in the Catholic Tradition”
Come pray with us
Saturday Mass at 4:30pm
Sunday Mass at 7:15am
N557 Main St.,Ashippun WI 
Religious Education for All
Fr. David Verhasselt, Pastor
Call 920-261-5881 for more details

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church
N982 Highway P, Oconomowoc
920-355-1006
Sunday Service: 10:00 am
Sunday School: 10:00 - 10:30 am
Fr.Thomas Holtzen, Ph.D.
Email: stpaulsashippun@gmail.com
Website: stpaulsashippun.weebly.com• sed due to 

Covid -19 concerns.

DELAFIELD
Christ the King
Lutheran Church
"Alive and Growing Through God's Grace"
Worship with us in person or online.
Pastor Jackie Cook, presiding
All are welcome!  
Sundays at 9:00 am
https://ctkdelafield.org
1600 N Genesee St., Delafield WI  53018
262-646-2343

OCONOMOWOC

Dr Martin Luther Church
“Called to be a beacon of light 
in our community.”
325 South Main Street Oconomowoc
262-567-3829
drmartinlutherchurch.org
Pastor Clare Cheney Sedlacek
Wed. at 6:00 pm & Sun. at 9:00 am
Sunday Praise Service at 10:30 am
All are welcome to in-person worship with 
Holy Communion

Grace Bible Church
1240 South Silver Lake Street 
Oconomowoc,Wisconsin 53066
Phone:262-567-0901
Visit us at:
https://gracebibleoconomowoc.org
Sermons are on line
Sunday School 9:15-10:00am
Sunday Morning 10:30am
Wednesday Evening 6:30pm
Pastor Alan Davis D. Min.
Vacation Bible School
July 10th - 14th • 6:00 - 8:00 pm

Our Savior’s
Lutheran Church
145 E. Lisbon Rd., Oconomowoc
262-567-8349 • oslc-wi.org
Pastor Sarah Stumme
Pastor John Berg
Sharing the love of Christ to transform lives.
Sunday 8:00 am Traditional
Sunday 9:30 am Outdoor Praise
Saturday 5:00 pm Traditional
Worship live streamed on YouTube

St. Matthew’s Lutheran
Church & School (WELS)

Visit our website: www.smls.org
1650 Brown St., Oconomowoc
262-912-6060
Join us for worship 
Saturdays 5:30 pm
Sundays 8:00 am & 10:30 am

St. Paul’s Ev. Lutheran 
Church & School
210 E. Pleasant St., Oconomowoc
262-567-500 1  splco.org
Weekend Services:
5:00 pm Saturdays
8:00* & 10:30 am Sundays
*watch live at splco.org

Zion Episcopal Church
Worshipping in the beauty of holiness 

on Fowler Lake since 1846.
237 North Lake Road
Oconomowoc,WI 53066
262-567-7507
zionoconomowoc.com
Sunday Services at 8:00 & 10:00 am

Pinnacle
pursuits

Steeplejacks use ancient 
engineering and 

craftmanship to restore Zion
Episcopal Church’s spire 


